The Idea of Domes

Michael Hicks

Performance Notes

This is a work for solo grand ptano tuned in Werckmeister 111 temperament. Performance on an
equal-tempered piano will fail to bring out many of the harmonic relationships and varied colors intended by
the composer.

The bottom two of the three staves used represent the traditional grand staff of the instrument. The
top staff is for notes to be sung (straight tone—no vibrato) by the player. Those notes are written at
actual pitch and should not be transposed down (a male player would likely sing falsetto). Sung
notes with no underlying text take the syllable “ah.” All others use Itallian solfeggio syllables.

The duration of each fermata 1s 4"-5", except where noted.

An accidental applies only to the note it immediately precedes, except for immediately repeated
notes or notes repeated in a beamed-together figure (e.g. the beamed arpeggiations on p. 2, first
system, as well as all beamed grace-note ornamentations).

Every notation of “8ve” or “pizz.” (1.e. plucking the string of the notated pitch) applies only to the
note to which it 1s attached, except where a bracket is used to denote two applicable notes. (For
“pizz.” the player must work out which hand to use, based on how he or plays surrounding notes.)
An “ord.” designation is sometimes given to remind the player to play notes in the normal way on

the keys.

Miscellaneous notational symbols:

[_ =put sustain pedal down

=release sustain pedal

N\ =briefly release then reapply sustain pedal

g
r =while playing the note on the keys mute the string with the index finger near the

peg (the player must work out which hand to use for muting, based on how he plays
surrounding notes)

Preparation:

At a minimum the player should mark these strings:

|$

®

.

This may be done by carefully applying tiny pieces of tape to the tops of the pertinent dampers
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